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Durham Public Schools Board of Education – June 29, 2018 
BOE Regular Monthly Meeting Highlights from June 28, 2018 
The Durham Public Schools Board of Education met at 6:31 p.m. on Thursday, June 28, 2018, and considered 
an agenda that included the following highlights. 

Chairman Mike Lee opened the meeting by extending a warm welcome to everyone who came to the meeting 
as well as to the listening television viewers.   

During the moment of silence, Chairman Lee asked everyone to join him in thinking about the closing of the 
year in our school system.  He stated there were a lot of transitions and successes.  He thinks there will be some 
good scores coming out in the District. Chair Lee mentioned we have new leadership, new momentum, and a 
new Strategic Plan to help us move forward.      

   

Celebrations: 
• Durham Public Schools Student of the Month for May: 

o Leonzo Williams, (rising 12th grader),  Northern High School 
 
• Special Recognitions  

o Recognized Riverside High School’s Margratha Chambers, who retired at the end of June. Ms. 
Chambers gave more than 40 years of service to DPS.  She was recently honored with the North 
Carolina Athletic Director’s Association Lifetime Achievement Award.  

 

o  Recognized Ms. Lissette Baptiste, Assistant Manager, with the Northgate Stadium 10 Theater for 
their partnership to brining sensory-friendly movies every month for years to the DPS Exceptional 
Children’s Department. 

 
o Recognized Paul LeSieur and the Durham Public Schools Finance Division for earning the 

Certificate of Achievement for Excellence in Financial Reporting from the Government Finance 
Officers Association (GFOA) of the United States and Canada for its Comprehensive Annual 
Financial Report (CAFR) for the fiscal year ended 2017).  The Certificate of Achievement is the 
highest form of recognition in the area of governmental accounting and financial reporting, and its 
attainment represents a significant accomplishment by a government and its management.  

 

Agenda: 
 
The agenda was approved unanimously. 
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Report of the Superintendent: 
 
 Dr. Pascal Mubenga gave the following remarks:  

“Mr. Chair and members of the Board,  
 
We have come to the end of the school year and I am very proud of everything our teachers, principals and 
staff have accomplished. 
 
I arrived when the school year was well underway and after visiting our schools, reaching out to our 
community, and understanding our students’ needs, my focus was placed on making decisions for the long-
term health of Durham Public Schools. 
 
We’ve accomplished a lot since November. We are filling our leadership positions. We have reorganized 
key departments to be more responsive and mission-driven.  We have set a tone of high expectations and 
accountability, while also committing to supporting our educators and celebrating our students’ success. 
 
And, tonight, we are bringing to you for your approval a Strategic Plan for the next five years. We had 
three months of listening, learning and data gathering, followed by three months of hard work by a 
strategic planning committee of Durham stakeholders, followed by our staff pulling all of that information 
together into this Plan.  
 
In retrospect, it was a very aggressive timeline. Our community is very diverse and our stakeholders have 
many interests. We probably could have taken several more months to develop the Plan, but our students 
and schools couldn’t wait. We need a unified vision and clear expectations, and our community needs to 
see that we are making progress toward clear goals, so that our students become more proficient and our 
teachers and schools get the credit they are due for their accomplishments. 
 
Speaking of their accomplishments, I have received a lot of questions about our academic performance this 
year. The data is still preliminary; however, I can say that in the last few years Durham Public Schools has 
seen modest academic growth. This year, I also expect we will see academic growth, and I am very proud 
of our teachers and our academic leadership. 
 
August 22, every DPS employee will gather at Durham County Stadium for our first convocation in many 
years. It will be bright and early, hopefully not too hot, and it will be my opportunity to congratulate all of 
them for a successful 2017-18 school year. It will also be a great kickoff event for us to charge forward, 
unified behind a Strategic Plan, on behalf of our students in 2018-19. This is an exciting time to be a part 
of Durham Public Schools. 
 
Hopefully nest month, we will present some data depicting our successes.   

Mr. Chair, I am going to conclude my presentation with one PowerPoint slide of what our students were 
able to do as they are graduating.”   The PowerPoint showed data for the Class of 2018 as follows: 

• Number of Graduates (as of June 27) – 2,379 
• Estimated Scholarships Offered - $52.5 million 
• Students attending college/university – 79.15% 
• Employment – 13.78% 
• Military -  3.28% 
• Other – 3.78% 
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Minutes: May 23, 2018 and June 22, 2018 (BOE Retreat) 
• The minutes for May 23, 2018 were approved unanimously. 
• The minutes for June 22, 2018 were amended and approved unanimously. 

 

General Public Comment:  
 There was one person who signed up for General Public Comment. 

Consent Items:  
• Policy 4301`, Code of Student Conduct - APPROVED 
• Policy 4403, Head Lice (Second Reading) -- APPROVED 

 
The Board voted and approved the consent items and they passed unanimously. 

Academic and Student Support Services:  
 

• Policy 2500, Hearings before the Board (First Reading) -  Approved 
 
• Contract for the Delivery of Visually Impaired Instructional Services  - Approved 

 
• Strategic Plan Update -  Approved 

 
• Community Schools Update  - Information/Discussion 

 
• DPS Summer Scholars Advanced Placement Camp – prepares students for the challenges of a college  

Personnel Reports Announcement   
 
The Personnel Reports dated June 28, 2018 were approved. 

Next BOE Regular Monthly Meeting: 
The next BOE Regular Monthly Meeting of the Durham Public Schools Board of Education is Thursday, 
August 23, 2018, at 6:30 p.m., in Room 307, 511 Cleveland Street, Durham, NC, 27701.   

To learn more about the reports presented and view all approved DPS Board of Education Meeting Minutes, 
please our visit www.dpsnc.net  and click on Board of Education Meetings and Minutes.   
 

http://www.dpsnc.net/

